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Expo Division Poised for Post COVID-19 Success
“…..better…..faster….stronger………..just like Steve Austin!”
Dan Shannon – Vice President
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Onward and Upward

With what started out as potentially one of the most successful years ever, 2020 has been a
challenging year for the Expo Division. While the effects of the Global Pandemic have touched
every industry throughout the world, few others have been more affected than the Event Industry. While our 25-year history will show that we have always been leaders in our line of
business, 2020 has brought challenges that we could have never anticipated. I have been
a proud employee of Commonwealth Electric of the Midwest since 2004, and if there is one
thing that I have learned about this company, it is that we are, and have always been, in the
fight together. This year has proven just that in the most glaring of ways. Our Core Values
(Customers, Employees, Character, and Mastery) have proven to be the keys to not only our
sustainability through this difficult time, but for the exciting future of our business that lies
ahead. Leadership has constantly been there to lift our morale and keep reminding us that
this will pass, and we will soon enjoy the same successes, if not more, that we have for the
past 2 ½ decades.

As the leader of the Expo Division, I can assure everyone that we are doing everything in our
power to bring additional business to the table and be 100% ready to serve our customers
with the same passion for delivering the best product and service possible. We have not laid
down and refused to throw in the towel. We have taken the time to better our operation looking at every cost saving and revenue generating opportunity we have. We have also been
very focused on bettering our staff and operations by means of more education and training
in computer applications, sales and marketing, as well as customer service. We are also
training in other areas that, before the pandemic, we would have never considered. For instance, The Phoenix Convention Center has the proud designation of being the GBAC (Global
Bio Risk Advisory Council) Star accredited facility. As one of the premier convention, trade
show and event venues, The Phoenix Convention Center is the first public venue in Arizona
to receive this esteemed accreditation. Recognized as the gold standard of safe venues, this
accreditation enables facilities to maximize product use and best practices for sanitization
and train staff to implement them at the level needed to thoroughly sterilize and clean environments in the era of Covid-19. At Expo we have taken this a step further. Every employee
has applied for, and have been awarded, individual scholarships to take a GBAC fundamentals course. Upon completion of this course, we will receive certification in best practices to
help prevent the spread of infectious diseases—with a special emphasis on the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2). The entire Expo team will be armed with the knowledge needed to help
our company and the protocols to protect our team and our customers. Every facility that we
have partnered with are taking every measure to ensure customer safety. We feel that as
service providers, it is our obligation to stand behind all safety protocols set forth and be leaders in prevention. With that said, in early 2021 we will be also rolling out a new line of busi(continued on next page)
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ness in electrostatic spraying, or as we will call it
“EXPOstatic spraying.” Electrostatic spraying is
another layer of preventative measures taken in
the fight against harmful bacteria and infectious
diseases, by spraying positively charged particles
of disinfection solution on to surfaces. This service will be offered to Event Management, their vendors and all subcontractors involved in all events.
We are excited to begin this service as we feel that
there will be a high demand and can be very profitable.

Additionally, the last month of this very strange
year has brought some GREAT news to the Expo
Division. I am proud to say that we have been
awarded a 5-year contract with State Farm Stadium to provide electrical services to all events.
With the addition of this facility to our portfolio, we
now provide to the three largest event facilities in
Arizona. This awesome facility is home to the NFL
Arizona Cardinals, NCAA College Football’s Fiesta
Bowl, as well as many other sporting events, concerts, auto shows, and tradeshows. In 2023,
State Farm Stadium will host Super Bowl LVII.
This is especially exciting for us because for Super
Bowls in 1996, 2008, and 2015 we were hosts at
the Phoenix Convention Center to the NFL Experience as well as the NFL Media Center. This
means that Commonwealth Expo will provide our
services for virtually every aspect of Super Bowl
XLII in multiple facilities. We are very proud to be
partners with the staff at State Farm Stadium and
look forward to showing them that they are now
working with the best and biggest temporary electric company in the State of Arizona.

Finally, I cannot take credit for the title of this article.
When talking with Michael Price, I had mentioned
how excited I am about Expo’s “post pandemic” opportunities and growth. He immediately responded
with “…..better…..faster….stronger………..just like
Steve Austin”. At first, I thought he meant Stone
Cold Steve Austin, but after he explained it, it made
much more sense as the six-million-dollar man.
😊
I, for one, am looking forward to 2021 and its opportunities and success stories not only for Expo,
but all CECM branches as well. Happy New Year!!

State Farm Stadium

Warren Kittler

Scott Ragland – Automation Manager
Warren Kittler has been with Commonwealth Electric-Lincoln for a total of six years, starting as a cabler in 2013. Currently,
Warren is working in Technical Services, where he has been embedded with a pharmaceutical customer for the last two
years. While there, Warren has gained troubleshooting and automation skills by working on automated manufacturing
equipment.

Warren is married to Casie, and they have five children: Laysia (10), Marcus (9), Christopher (6), Joey (5) and Roger (2).
Warren and Casie adopted their oldest three children from foster care and continue to be advocates for children and families
in the foster care system.
Warren has a passion for gardening. Before working for Commonwealth, Warren ran a small urban farm in Kansas
City. In 2011, Warren and Casie moved to Lincoln, where he served as a program manager at a local nonprofit to
train beginning vegetable farmers. Though he doesn’t sell at
farmers’ markets anymore,
Warren enjoys spending time
with his family tending their garden, orchard, apiary, and small
flock of chickens.
We are excited to have Warren
as part of Technical Services
Team. His knowledge and skill
make him a valuable asset to
Commonwealth Electric.

“Everything that slows us down and forces patience,
everything that sets us back into the slow circles of nature,
is a help. Gardening is an instrument of grace.”
May Sarton

Little Free Library

Crystal Corea-Martinez – Estimating Assistant/Community Outreach Coordinator

Earlier this month, the Corporate Office and Lincoln Branch worked
together to have a used book drive for Lincoln’s Little Free Libraries.
If you are not familiar, Little Free Library is a non-profit organization
created to share the love of reading to children and adults and to provide a neighborhood book exchange for everyone all around the world
(over 100,000 libraries in over 100 countries.)
Between the two offices, 132 children’s & adult books were donated!

There are quite a few Little Free Libraries in Lincoln and surrounding
areas, and a handful of them provide food and toiletries for those in
need.% % %
%
%
% %
%
%
%

Please visit https://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/ for a map with specific
locations of all Little Free Libraries (includes pantries) in case you
would like to donate any additional books, non-perishables, water,
sanitizer, or masks this holiday season. *Please see website for more
information on donations other than books. *
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Thank
you
to all Commonwealth Electric employees and their families
for the generous book donations! I am excited to distribute the books
to some of the libraries in need in Lincoln!
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Boston Omaha: Making a Name for Themselves at the
First National Bank Tower

Jason Walker – Project Manager & Jon Folkers, Business Developer & Marketing

Commonwealth Electric – Omaha,
NE was recently chosen to perform
the electrical services for the Boston
Omaha Tenant Improvement. We
are working directly with AOI corporation on the remodel of the half floor
renovation on the 33rd floor of the
First National Bank Tower.
We have provided on-site electrical
support for the tower since the original construction in 1999. Our familiarity with the tower led way to
assuring the general contractor, AOI,
that we would represent them well.
A complex and substantial fixture
package with several shipment delays due to manufacturing issues with the COVID-19 pandemic forced us to adapt and innovate more than past tenant
finishes have in the tower.
This high-end tenant improvement project has an on-site presence of Dave Skorcz, General Foreman, and Apprentice
Nick Bowen. Dave and Nick have overcome all obstacles to meet the needs of the project and Boston Omaha has
been handed over a premium office space to impress their clientele. Assigned to overseeing the success of this project
is Jason Walker, Project Manager and Service Manager, Brian Lund. Communications Project Manager, Lance Nuzum,
provided Boston Omaha with a new communications network.
We are encouraged with the progress of this project and look forward to seeing the finished project. Already having a
working relationship that has spanned over 21 years with First National Bank Tower, we look forward to providing them
with the best that we have to offer for years to come. We are equally encouraged to grow our working relationship with
General Contractor, AOI on their future projects.
Boston Omaha, founded in 2009, is a public holding company with businesses engaged in several sectors, including
advertising, insurance, telecommunications, and real estate. There are 26 companies in the Boston Omaha Corporation
corporate family, and they are headquartered in Omaha. The company has 2 CEO’s – one who lives in Boston, while
the other in Omaha, thus the name – Boston Omaha.

Aureon Data Center

Andrew Lawrance - Project Manager

Commonwealth Electric received the opportunity to work with Graham Construction and Aureon to build a data center in Des Moines.
The existing building was converted from an office space to a 3-story data hall with room for future expansion.
Aureon’s primary focus is to provide clients with technology solutions. They provide communication services, data and network
services, IT services, as well as call center solutions. With a corporate headquarters in Des Moines and satellite offices in Kansas
City and Omaha, we hope to continue to partner with Aureon on multiple levels.
In November, we completed the 1st phase of the project. With 2 more potential phases on the horizon, we hope to put Commonwealth
in a position to continue our relationship. Our Project Foreman, Brad Ramsey will be successfully running this project from the field
for us.
This project consisted of a new redundant power service, 2 emergency backup generators, a DC power plant system, and UPS
battery backup. We also completed the rest of the electrical scope, lighting, and general power requirements. Our Low Voltage team
did a great job with the fire alarm, security, and data needs.

UNMC Escalates Construction on COVID-19 Vaccine Trial
Research Project: Global Center for Health Security Clinic

Jon Folkers – Business Developer & Jason Walker, Project Manager

Commonwealth Electric – Omaha, NE was recently hired by the General
Contractor, Core Construction, to perform an electrical renovation project
at the University of Nebraska Medicine, Omaha, NE.
The 1st-floor renovation project of an existing UNMC building will now
be home to the Global Center for Health Security (GCHS) offices on the
UNMC campus. The 2nd floor renovation considered space adaptation
of the existing UNMC building, National Strategic Research Institute
(NSRI), to allow for a temporary use of this space for approximately two
years.

This was an emergency project, and it was estimated with narrative only
while drawings were being developed. Challenges with material leadtimes had to be overcome. Due to the urgency placed on this project,
developing needs and requirements were constantly addressed, and
changes were made to the scope. These changes to the scope challenged our planning abilities, modified materials needed, and additional
manpower grew to ensure we would meet the original completion date
of early December 2020.

The urgency to complete this project was a must. We worked with the
General Contactor – Core Construction, The University Campus Staff,
and Specialized Engineering Solutions (SES) to ensure that all materials
would be on site, inspections would be complete, to assure the University
would meet the Covid-19 project construction start of early October. This
project was completed in late November and vaccine trials could be starting as early as December 2020.
The Project consisted of Renovating the Following Areas of the GCHS
Building:
• Office Spaces
• Clinic Examination Rooms
• Support Spaces
• Isolated Infectious Disease Entrance
• Examination Area
• HVAC Upgrades
• Security & Cameras
• Fire Alarm
• Communications & Specialty Systems
• Area: Approx. 5,000 SF

“This project is important to the state
of Nebraska, and to the nation. During the current pandemic situation,
our group has worked hard and has
been committed to strengthening our
relationship with UNMC and with our
general contractor, Core Construction. We are thankful to be a part of
this project. We know our efforts will
assist UNMC in their quest to be the
nation’s leader in medical research
today, tomorrow and into the future.”
- Jason Walker,
Project Manager

The CECM project team consists of Field Foremen, Dan Mohatt and Ron Roubal. Our off-site team consists of Project
Manager, Jason Walker and Service Manager, Brian Lund. Brian Eledge, Security Assistant Project Manager, also played
a role in coordinating with the University to provide cameras for their security monitoring.
Core Construction and UNMC were impressed with our performance and provided us with positive feedback regarding
our planning abilities, providing the correct personnel for a successful job, and staying ahead of the fast-paced workschedule. Our team was committed to these projects and understand that our efforts will help our customer, UNMC, to
continue to be the nation’s leader in Covid-19 Research & Response.

Greg Woodworth Award of Excellence
Todd Longenecker - Corporate Safety Director

The year 2020 has been one for the record books, and it certainly has not been in the
most positive way. For CECM Safety, this year has really tested us. From COVID-19,
to a new Safety Director and everything in between, to say 2020 has been a challenge
would be an understatement. However, the employees of Commonwealth Electric are
extremely resilient. We may not have had our best year regarding accidents, but despite
all the hurdles COVID-19 threw at our people, they did not waiver in their dedication to
safety. This is apparent in the fact that our company was awarded the Greg Woodworth
Award of Excellence from our insurance captive. Without our employees striding to
work safe every day, this award would not be possible.

Ruben Bera & Todd Longenecker

The Safety Department has seen some changes this year. We added a new member to
our team this year, Nick Hansen, who joined our team in June and has been facilitating
our field safety efforts. We also currently have four full time site-safety managers working
on two of our data center projects. Ruben Bera has transitioned from Corporate Safety
Director to Corporate Claims Manager and I have taken over as the Corporate Safety Director. At the center of our department, keeping everything in line is Ann Curtis our Executive Administrative Assistant. Without the safety team, without our dedicated employees
in the field, and without our management staff none of the safety success Commonwealth
Electric has would be possible. Thank you to everyone for your efforts and let’s make 2021
the best year yet!

Raising the Flag in Des Moines

Lisa Steenhoek - Office Manager

At the end of last month, our Des Moines branch had the privilege of honoring two Marines in the raising of the American flag
out in front of their office. Two of our employees, Nate Findlay
and Harley Wilson, who are both former Marines, organized the
ceremony and invited the two Marine recruiters to help raise our
country’s flag.

Thank you to these Marines, as well as Nate, Harley, and all our
other employees who have served. Thank you also to all our
employees who participated!

Des Moines Office Walks Across the United States…Well, Kind of!

Harley Wilson - Service Manager
It all began one late afternoon when Sr. Project Manager, Nathan Findlay stated that he needed to start moving around a little more
but needed something to motivate him. As the conversation continued, the idea of some type of office competition arose. Before
you knew it, the Des Moines office had its first Summer Steps Competition!

Twelve people from the Des Moines office signed up for a steps challenge which lasted throughout the summer. Weekly updates
were sent as a means of tracking and the competition was on! The office-friendly competition certainly created a fun energy as
people were constantly asking where others were at with their steps. We also saw people taking a break to walk around the block
with coworkers.
In the end, the twelve participants ended up walking 6,678,798 steps! That’s over 3,300 miles. To put it in perspective, the United
States is 2,800 miles wide. While Nathan Findlay’s comment was the catalyst for the challenge, Nathan did not win. However,
another Findlay did! Nathan’s daughter, Kalee Findlay who works on our Commonwealth Communications Team took the crown;
walking an impressive 841,963 steps. Blake Morgan finished 2nd right on her heels and Mike Duffy came in 3rd.
Since it was such a hit over here, there’s been talk that Des Moines just might challenge the other branches to a step competition
this coming summer! Who’s willing to “step” up to the challenge?

2020 Festival of Trees and Lights Adapts Due to COVID-19

Ashley Huinker – Project/Safety Coordinator

Like with everything else in the year of 2020, the mentality has been to
adapt and conquer any challenges you may face. The same held true for
this year’s Blank Children’s Hospital Festival of Trees and Lights. Due to
the circumstances surrounding COVID-19, the traditional Festival of
Trees celebration was not achievable this holiday season. Fortunately,
the Festival committee and countless volunteers came together to create
a virtual Festival of Trees and Lights. Through the purchase of a $5 app
on your smart phone or tablet you can participate in a holiday tree scavenger hunt throughout the Des Moines metro, schedule a Zoom chat with
Santa, make holiday crafts and learn cookie decorating, listen to holiday
storytelling, take part in the silent auction and much more. Every download purchased is a donation to Blank Children’s Hospital to help patients
and families.
The annual Festival Gala celebration was also moved to a virtual event
this year. Despite not being together in person, thousands of dollars were
still raised to support the Child Life Program and the Center for Advocacy
& Outreach at Blank Children’s Hospital in Des Moines.

Festival tree decorated by Commonwealth employees,
Dianna Merritt and Ashley Huinker

Commonwealth has a long history with Unity Point Health and Blank Children’s Hospital. Even though the festival looked a little different this year,
Commonwealth was still able to decorate a Christmas tree as a part of
the holiday tree scavenger hunt. This year’s tree, a theme inspired by
Santa and the North Pole, will be placed at the Blank Star & Development
Center for the staff and kids to enjoy this holiday season. As always, we
were thrilled to be part of the event again this year, even if it was just a
small part, and look forward to making 2021 the best year yet for Blank
Children’s Hospital Festival of Trees and Lights.

Sam Okrina

Steve Hernandes – Director of Information Technology

Please join me in welcoming our new System’s Engineer to our Information Technology (IT)
Department. His name is Sam Okrina, and he comes to us from Phoenix, Arizona where he
worked for Shutterfly the last 5 years. He also supported IT for a Ready-Mix construction company in Phoenix. Before moving to Phoenix, he taught Social Studies for Omaha Public
Schools.

Sam Okrina

Sam and his wife were raised in Omaha and this job opportunity provided them just the reason
they needed to move back home to the good life. Sam will be physically located in our Omaha
Branch but will help support the entire company. When you see Sam, please give him a big
Commonwealth welcome.

Onward and Upward

Cathee Cooper - Phoenix Construction Office

Ok, so let us just be serious, this year was a total dud. Thanks 2020. I mean, just as a whole, not so much for
Commonwealth. We (Commonwealthers) fared well. Me, for one, not only kept my job (even as EXPO division
took a huge hit) but I got a transfer to the Phoenix construction office and started a whole new journey with Commonwealth. It has been exciting, fulfilling and challenging, in a good way. I am learning all about how this industry
works and hopefully making a good contribution, though sometimes my new boss Bob Philipps makes me question
that. Just kidding Bob, you have been a great help. I went from an office with 2 girls and Dan Shannon, to a section
of the Phoenix office with all guys. So yeah, big changes. But honestly, everyone has been so great and very
helpful. Thank you, Phoenix office!
One of my first tasks, in my new role here at the Phoenix office, was to implement a new Forms database on SharePoint. With the help of Rick Maas (thanks Rick), TeamViewer and some good old-fashioned trial and error, I got to
work to complete that task. A system that I know Bob was hoping we could use at some point company wide. Implementing Teams Forms online is just one way to cut down on paper use in the field and get closer to a paperless
system. Helping to save the trees!! Not to mention, hopefully cutting down
on time to fill out forms for our field employees. I mean let’s be honest,
when we are done at work, we all just want to be done, not stuck filling out
more paperwork.
I enjoyed the process of figuring out how to make Teams Forms work. How
to get and use all of the information obtained on the forms, and how to better equip the field employees with what they need, all with a few clicks on
their phone.

Yeah it has been a crazy year and as we approach the new year, adorned
with face masks and cracked hands from so much hand sanitizer, I, for
one am grateful for the opportunity to work for a company that cares so
much for their employees. One that bands together to help all the employees, even during the tough times. I will wrap this up by saying a huge thank
you to Commonwealth, its great leaders, and all who have helped me along
this journey. Happy New Years 2021! And may we never speak of 2020
again (unless it is about the successes Commonwealth maintained
throughout the tough times.)

Cathee Cooper Celebrating During the
CECM ESOP Fiesta Party

